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Dear Readers, 


A twentyfive year old stuntman who 
doubles for Daniel Radcliffe, was seriously 
injured during the shooting of the latest H.P. 
movie, “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince.” He fell on the ground when a flying 
scene was being filmed. It is 
reported that he will not be 
able to feel anything from 
waist down owing to the 
back injury sustained by him. 

The film may be a run-away 
‘success when released; but for 
the stuntman it has proved to 
be a life time misery 


(Overrated|stars{and| 


lunderpaid|Oupes 


This is not the only cinema-shooting 
tragedy that we hear of. All over the world so 
many stuntmen take enormous risks and meet 
with serious accidents for the sake of a living 
wage. The top stars don’t have to take any 
risk but get all the credit for the amazing feats 
performed by their dupes! 


Next time you see an over-rated swash 
buckling hero in an action movie, think of the 
poor stuntman who took all the risks on behalf 
of the mega star, but was underpaid. We may 


not be able to change the system, but atleast we 
can change our perception of the system. 


- Editor 
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APARNA SUNDARESAN 


“Tes 7 o'clock! Time to come of playing, esp 








‘ally a sport 


home and wash up!” What is it about sports that at- 
“Amma, wait! Just five more tact us 10 it like bees to honey? 
minutes!” Children, by nature, are active 





















Fifteen minutes 
pass 

“It’s 7:15! Are you 
coming home or not?” 

“Yes, yes. Give me 
five minutes. I'l shoot 
this goal and come 
home." 

“You can shoot that 
goal tomorrow. Come 
home right now!" 

“But just five min- 
utes!” 

“No!” 

“AWwwwwwiw- 
www 


Sounds familiar? It happens ev- They are boundless sources of en- 
day, at every home, every eve- ergy. Engaging in a ph 
ning. We never seem to get enough ty is a good way of channelling 
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that energy and keeping the brain 
healthy and happy. But apart from 
keeping the brain juices flowing, 
sports also help build a strong body 
that is less susceptible to injuries, 
infections and dis- 
eases. 









WHAT 
HAPPENS 
WHEN WE 
PLAY? 


The heart, 
as we all 

know, is a 
muscle. It 
is a hard- 
working 
organ, 
pumping 
blood to 





every nook and cranny of our body. 
When we play a sport, our breath- 
ing becomes faster than normal. 









We start taking in more oxygen and 
0, the heart ups its speed by a 
notch or two to keep up with the 
inflow of oxygen. It pumps blood 
faster and distributes oxygen to 
various body parts in record time, 
In short, the heart gets a workout 
as well. And if the heart is made to 
workout everyday, it will get better 
and better at delivering oxygen to 
all parts of the body. When the 
brain, especially, receives more oxy- 
gen, it gets smarter and more effi- 
cient. Concentration and memory 
power improve and the brain starts 
paying more attention to details. 

Apart from the heart, muscles in 
our limbs, shoulders, abdomen and 
back become durable and fiexible 
too. With regular sport activities, 
climbing, swinging, lifting and 
throwing become easy as pie. 
Bending and stretching turn into 
simple feats as arms and legs move 
freely without feeling any tightness 
or pain, 

Playing a sport also keeps our 
body in check. Body weight 
remains, by and large, steady and 
well-distributed. The body turns 
into a chiselled and proportionate 
frame, no less than Hercules’ 
figure! 

If we develop our body while 
we are still young, it will remain 
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healthy for life. And the best exer- 
cise for body-building is, no doubt, 
sports. Yet, strange as it may seem, 
not all children like sports. Some 





like to stay indoors and read, write, 
paint, watch television or play 
computer games, While these ac- 
tivities are not bad at all, some 
sport is essential to keep the body 
going. Otherwise, it will look and 
behave like it is fifty years old 
when we are fifteen and eighty 
years old when we are thirty. Not 
very pleasant, is it? 


SOME.HATE SPORTS! 

Some of us do not like sports 
for numerous reasons; few of us 
have difficulty understanding the 
rules, or have had a bad prior expe- 
rience, or simply do not enjoy a 
game, These can be easily over- 
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come. Parents and friends are al- 
ways more than willing to answer 
questions on sports, In fact, with so 
‘many sports channels on TV, get- 
ting answers is no problem nowa- 
days. It is also important to find the 
right sport ~ one that we enjoy and 
seem to have a knack for. Who 
says cricket is the only sport to 
play in India? We can pick and 
choose from swimming, running, 
skating, gymnastics, hockey, ten- 
‘nis, cycling, martial arts, table ten- 
‘nis, badminton and many, many 
more. Each sport is unique in the 
benefits it offers, 

Previous bad experiences. are 
more difficult to counter. Undue 
pressure may have been put on 
many of us, to reach perfection or 
constantly win. But this goes 
against the very nature of sports, A 
sport should be played for the love 
of it. Victory is only a bonus in the 
process of playing. Someone once 
said, “If you never lose, you can 
never appreciate the victories.” In 
fact, true victory is not made of a 
tally of wins and losses. It is made 
of effort. When we give the best 
we can, we automatically become 
winners 


YOUR JOY IS 
YOUR MEDAL! 


Tris also not at all necessary to 





excel in a sport to play it. Is it not a 


common sight to see uncles and 





aunties, senior citizens, and tiny 
tots enjoy a good round of cricket 
or any other sport? Are they world 
champions or Olympic medalists? 
Of course not! 

Susan Casey, a noted writer, is 
quoted to have said, “Sports remain 
4 great metaphor for life’s more 
difficult It was through 
athletics that many of us first a 
to understand that 
tamed; that on a team the whole is 
more than the sum of its parts; and 
that the ability to be heroic lies, to 
a surprising degree, witht 
are amazing cl 


lessons, 





ne 


fear can be 








They boost confidence levels, help 
fear, 


conquer shyness and and 

















teach the importance of team work 
id friendship. These benefits of 
playing sport lead to what is com- 
monly referred to as “sportsman- 











ship”. We are often told to “be 
sport”. What this means is that we 
play a game in the right spirit 





play to have fun, not necessarily 
and face our victories and 
losses in just the same way. Be 
stoic enough to accept defeat and 
move on with a resolution to do 
better the next time, view the op- 
position as a good challenge to 
sharpen our skills, hold no grudge 
towards members of the opposing 
team and consider them as friends, 
not mortal enemies! And undei 
stand, that in a team sport, each 
member of the team is valuable and 
nothing is possible without the co- 
operation and contributions of all 
members. At the end of the day, 
sportsmanship deflates our egos 
and keeps us rooted to earth, The 
best part of it is that it improves us 
as human beings both on and off 
the field. 


win 














Whether we play with a ball or 
no ball, with sticks or stones, with 
bats or racquets, sports has some- 
thing to offer for all of us. It is up 
to us to accept it and make the best 
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fhe school looked completely 
different on the Annual Day 
There was a sense of anxiety, 
tension, confusion in the air! More 
important, there was an all-round 
zest and eagerness to take our fiesta 
to its peak. Mr. Ramdass, our 
Principal, escorted the chief guests, 
Mr. Rajendra Prasad—Parliamer 
Secretary of Kamataka CM and 
Ms, Bharathy, AGM - IOB, to the 
dais 
The function began with the 
school choir singing the invocation 
song in praise of Lord Ganesha, the 
God of knowledge, to help us in a 
our endeavours and bestow us with 
his blessings. Subsequently, the 














annual report and the co-curricu 
lum report were presented. 


The 


















toppers were honoured as the re- 
port was read out 
All the teachers and students 
were anxiously waiting for the 
“Cultural Fiesta’ ~ ready to rock. 
The different types of dances from 
all over the nation and the world, 
left the audience spell bound!! Our 
class VIII girls and boys staged a 
neat and extraordinarily graceful 
dance to a Hindi Song, There were 
mime shows on issues like defores- 
tation, evils of tobacco, ete. 
Each programme was presented 
in a unique manner with every par- 
ticipant giving his heart and soul 
to it, It was truly appreciable and 
commendable, The audien 
not take it’s eyes off the 
function came to an end with a vote 
of thanks by the school vice 
captain 
Then it was time to say bye 
to all, but the five hours of in- 
credible fascinating show was 
not only a feast to our eyes but also 
4 special evening with lots of mem- 
ories to cherish., 



























-V.Ranjana, 
Std.VUll, 
JSS Public School, Mysore. 





SCHOOL EVENTS 


SEVEN DAYS 
OF FUN! 


Our school is 
one of the leading 
institutions in Co- 
imbatore district 
We have four hous 
es in our school 
named after the 
planets, Jupiter, 
Neptune, Uranus 
and Mercury. All 
the four houses 
comprise of enor- 
mously talented students. 

Last July ‘Fantasia’, the inter- 
house competitions, were held in 
‘our school for one week. Just 
imagine no books, no studies! Only 
4 joyful learning experience for the 
whole week, About 44 events were 
conducted from classes one to 
twelve and 47 judges from various 
fields, tested our skills, 

The winners were awarded 
tificates and points were added to 
their respective houses. Day after 
day the competition became tough 
and challenging and each and ev- 
ery student had to strive hard for 
his or her respective house to keep 














ee ed 











the lead 
In the sports field, volley ball 
and the basket ball matches attract- 
ed all the students, Scrabble, Mad 
Ads, News and Debate were other 
popular indoor competitions. Our 
teachers, principal and correspon- 
dent encouraged us to participate 
with zeal 
The ‘Overall Winners’ were an- 
nounced after a long suspense, on 
the last day. The entire week had 
been filled with team spirit, leader- 
ship and joy. It was truly a stun- 
ning, thrilling and also an unforget- 
table week. 
~S.Ravee Shankar, 





FO Std.X1 
G. D. Matric H.S.S,, 
Coimbatore. 
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The length of your foot is the 
same as that of your forearm — ie 
the distance between your wrist 
and the inside of your elbow, 
Check it now! 

-M.Manoj, 

Std.X, 

Balabharathi and Vivekananda 
HLS, Bellary 


MAKE SALT DANCE! 

Take a piece of plastic wrap 
and cover a cereal bow! with it. Fix 
the wrap in place tightly with a 
rubber band. Now you have an ar- 
tificial ‘ear drum" that works & 
ly like our own ear drums 

Our ear drums vi- 
brate when sound 
waves fall on them. 
The same happens to 
the wrap over the 
cereal bowl. Proof? 
Place a small quan- 
tity of table salt on 
the wrap and make 
some noise from near it. 
‘You will find that the salt gently 
moves and slides round on the 
wrap! This is because the wrap is 
vibrating due to the sound waves! 
‘The louder the noise, the faster the 
salt dances! 

This is exactly how the human 
ear drum works. The vibrations it 





receives are communicated to the 
brain, which comprehends them as 

guage. 
- Meenakshi, 
Std.X, S.B.Khot High School, 
Mumbai 


meaningful Ia 


















ULTA PULTA! 


How are a jeweller and a jailor 
alike? 
js192 saypi0m sop 0 pup 
sayoiom syjas sayjosal y : samsuy 


What is black when you buy it, 





ACTIVITY 





red when you use it and gray when 
thrown away? 
jpoo2uny) + wossuy 


What can you serve but 





never eat? ‘ 
1104 Aa}jon ys sansup 


What has a head, a foot and four 
legs? 


ipaq ys sausuy 


Why was Cinderella never a 


part of the volley ball team? 
{09 ays wouf oso Sua 
una ydoy ays asnnoag 3 somsuy 


~Akhila Raj, Std.VI, Sivani 
International School, Hyderabad 





HOUSIE! 


MPr.witson built a cubical 
house with ordinary windows in all 
the upright walls, He found that 
whenever he looked out of the win- 
dow, he was looking south, Where 
did he build his house? 

jyinos yoo) 

110 pjnom days ‘smopun poy 1 fi 

pup auo asam asoys fi ng ‘ajog 

yuion ayy 10 09}8t jooiqna v aut 

-8puy jouw aug + sansuy. 


- Somya Vasudevan 
Std.IX, M.G.C, Vidyalaya, 
Trichy 


















Nearly three months after the 
event, and after several protests, 
excuses and negative statements, 
Pakistan finally accepted that the 
26/11 Mumbai terrorist attack wa 
planned in that country. Even so, 
they could not refrain from saying 
that it was only 

















partly planned 
there and that 
they needed 


more in forma- 


* Glorious 98 





tion from India. However, the 
have registered cases of terrorism 
against eight suspects and that is a 
great leap forward, though a relu 
tant leap! 








Tn what may be termed as a 
miracle 
bus aeroplane 
which struck a 
flock of birds 


soon after take 


Nal 


of from New 
York, 
an emergency 
landing in the 
Hudson river 
and all the 15 


made 








“44 hour surgery 





ers escaped unhurt! They 
were ferried to the shore from the 
wings of the jet liner where they 
lined up. The pilot Sullenberger be~ 
came a patronsaint for all the pas- 
ers! 














The Srilankan army has liber- 
ated almost all of LTTE territory 
except for a few square kilometers 
in Mullaithivu district. In the lest 
ditch battle the LTTE is using ci- 
vilians as human shields, in order 








we! juctant 


to slow down the advancing army. 
In Tamilnadu everyone wants an 
end to the war so that more inno- 
cent Tamil lives will not be lost. 
But Srilankan President Rajapaksa 
is bent upon eliminating the LTTE. 
Some underground bunkers of the 





LITE supremo have been found but 
Prabhakaran could not be trace 
Observers feel that he would have 





already escaped to some neutral 
country. It is hoped th 
will keep up his promise to find a 
political solution to all the problems 
that the Tamils face in Srilanka and 
that peace and democracy will ulti- 
mately triumph. 





Barack Obama w 





sworn in as 


the 44th President of U.S.A. Itis a 
remarkable achievement for a per- 
son who Was unknown to the world 





only a few months back. he is the 
nation’s fourth youngest President 
and the first black President. Hav 





ing succeeded in moving into 
White House, the world hopes t 
he will also succeed in reversing the 
world-wide economic slow down, 


Prime Minister“ Manmohan 
Singh underwent an eleven hour 





leanlkorward 


by-pass surgery. Five by-passes 
were done in blocked arteries. Doc- 
tors say he is recovering well and 
Will attend to normal duties in six 





weeks time. 
* Wicket No : 503 





* Will he? Won't he? 


Former Pres- 
ident of India 
R. Venkataraman 
passed away at 
the ripe old age 
of 98. He started 
public life as a 
labour leader and 
from humble be- 
ginnings he rose 
gradually to oc- 
py the highest 





position in the 


country 


Muttiah — Mura- 
litharan became 
the est wicket 
taker in ODIs, when 
Gambhir was caught 
inthe fourth ODI between India and 
Srilanka. It was wicket No : 503 for 
Muttiah. However, India went on to 














win the match and the series 4 - | 

India also won the twenty - twenty 
+h against Srilanka in a thrilling 
finish and Dhoni and his team re- 
tumed to India in high spirits. The 
Indian team is now considered for- 
midable in world cricket. e 
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Heavy dark clouds 
were gathering, getting 
ready to soak Mother 
Earth, Ajay was running 
with his ten kilogram burden 
known as ‘School Bag’ 

*Anna.,.Anna.,.please buy this 
story book, begged a small vendor 
Ajay took pity on him and bought 





the story book “The Magic Code 
Breaker” 

As soon as he reached home, he 
sat down to read the book and was 
quite excited over the puzzling 
short poem in the first page. 
went. 


It 





rather 
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| would wither 
If 1+1 would join together 
Teller! Teller! Teller! 

You are the code breaker! 

Reading these lines, Ajay felt very 

strange. He felt as if he had wings 

and was floating and was also able 
to fly! 

Ajay tried to stop himself, but 
he started flying and flying till he 
landed on the top of an apple tree. 
Soon, he was plucking a juicy red 


ee a 


SHORT STORY 





apple. ‘Whoosh’ an arrow passed 
him, just missing. Before he real- 
ized what was happening, Ajay fell 
down with a jolt 


Oh....ny God! who is this? 
Ajay was puzzled at the appear- 
ance of the boy standing in front of 
him!! He was a very handsome boy 
of around twelve years, and was 
looking at Ajay. Ajay introduced 
himself as ‘a human boy” and the 
handsome boy introduced himself 
Prince Ice of Marvel Land’ 
Marvel land? I have never 
heard of it!” exclaimed Ajay! 
“Well you see”, said Prince Ic 
“our Marvel land is very far from 








Earth, We ‘Marvelites’ were very 
happy until an evil monster - 
“Mr. Evil’ - captured our land and 
my parents, The King and Queen 
of Marvel land. They are now in 
the prison. My twin brother Price 
Cream and | are hiding in this Ap- 
ple Forest. 

Just then someone pounced on 
Prince Ice. Ajay was taken aback to 
see another Prince Ice. He then 
understood that it was Prince Ice’s 
twin brother Prince Cream. They 


both started fighting with each oth- 
er! 

Ajay was unhappy to see them 
fight and asked them to stop. But 
Prince Ice and Prince Cream were 
rolling on each other and had to be 
pulled apart by Ajay. He then told 
them, that they should not fight 
with each other because they were 
brothers. 

“Oh....stop!” shouted Prince 
Cream. “We never get along with 
each other, we always fight”, he 
said in a matter of fact tone! 


A. bright idea struck Ajay. 
“Hey! What?” he exclaimed "May 
be I am the Teller the ‘Puzzle 
Poem’ mentions and I could be the 








code-breaker too!” 


“What on earth do you 
mean?” 

Both Ice and Cream asked to- 
gether. 















Ajay explained the puzzle in the 
frontispiece of the book ‘Magic 
Code Breaker’ 

The first line 

I would wither, 


meant that Mr. Evil would 


wither 


If H+ would join hands and 


never fight 
indicated that Prince lee 
and Prince Cream should join 


hands and should never fight, 
And the third and fourth line 


Birtapay Basi 





meant that Ajay would be the Code 
Breaker. 

Prince Iee and Prince Cream 
joined hands and shouted, “Ice 
Cream!" and Bravo! Mr, Evil with- 
ered away and was dead! 

Prince Ice and Cream together 
released their parents from the pris- 
on and were happy to see them ss 
King and Queen again, They all 
thanked Ajay. Suddenly a huge 
west wind blew and Ajay found 
himself drawn and blown 

away and as he flapped 

his newly acquired poir 
of wings, he flew out of 
the strange land, Soon he 

found himself at home with the 
Magic Book on his lap. His wings 
had disappeared! 

What a surprise! He couldn't 
find the puzzle in the book! But a 
ge bowl of his favourite ice 
ream was in front of him, YUM- 
MY! 








- Ajay Ashok, Std. VIL, 
St. Michael’s Academy, Chennai 





RM.Aaswin celebrates his 12th birthday on 02.03.2009. 
We wish him good health, happiness, prosperity and a 
bright future. 
Wishes frora 
Mummy, Grandfather, Grandmother 
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NAINEKA P SHETTY, 
Std. IV, 


















* Coffee shrubs in flower 


in the declining but still green 

Wester Ghats in the South 
West of Kamataka, Coorg is the 
heart of India's coflee centre, Cof 
fee is the world's most heavily trad: 
ed commodity after crude oil, Co: 
org boasts of a land area four times 
larger than Hongkong and seven 
times larger than that of Singapore 
Most of it is under shade because 
unlike tea plants the coffee plant re 
quires shade 

India is acknowledged as the 
producer of the finest mild cof 
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fees, With their climate, high alti- 
tude, abundant rainfall and fertile 
soil, Coorg and the neighbouring 


Chickmagalur districts in Karnaiaka 





have consistently produced and ex- 
ported high quality coffee for mire 
than 150 years, The coffee ouput 
of these two distriets accounts for 
70% of the total coffee produced in 
the country. Coorg coffee is valued 
for its blue colour, clean beans and 
fine liquoring qualities and hence is 
in demand in the international rrar- 
kets. 

March and April are the coffee 
blossom time in coorg. When blos- 
soms transform into berries, the 
bushes are cropped. The cherry red 
fruit is then pulped, the seeds are 
separated, dried and sent for cur- 
ing, Coorg or Kodagu is the district 


apostate rer 





which is one of the chief produc- 
ers of pepper and cardamom in the 
world, 


Not much is known about the 
earlier history of Coorg. Recorded 
history is available only from 1600 
A.D onwards, when Kodava Rajas 
ruled over the region and estab 


lished their capital at Mereara by 





constructing a mud-walled fort. The 
martial Kodavas troubled Hyder Ali 
and his son Tipu Sultan, who ruled 
the Mysore region (including Co- 
org) in the eighteenth century, by 


w 





of sporadic rebellions. But in 
Tipu's large army marched 
Kod 


lom, Fourteen years later, with 





u and devastated the 





into 
k 
the help of the British, who defeated 





Tipu Sultan, following the historic 
siege of Srirangapatnam in 1799, 
Coorg regained independence and 


* A temple in Coorg, 
















under the leadership of Raja Vera: 
rajendra, rebuilt the capital. Later 
in 1834, the British exiled its ruler 





Chikkaveera Rajendra and assumed 
administrative charge of the district 


The British vacated India in 1947, 





leaving behind a legacy of cofiee 
plantations, colonial buildings and 
Well planned road networks in Co- 


+ Sujatha, S. lyer, Std.IX, 






















When 1 was in class 1V, our oven. The visit was entertaining 
school took us to the Parle Biscuit and educative. 
factory. We left the school premises - G.Kirthana, 
at 8.45 am and reached the factory VIL, KV, 
at ten o clock. We saw the biscuit Coimbatore 








FOUR-D 
SCARE! 


We had been for a 
family function at Benga- 
lor. and decided to visit 
the Innovative Film ci 
Was a really entertaining 
place. The most enjoyable 
part of it was the d 
park, It was not at all sca'y 
But the four-D film on dino» 
















batter being 
mixed by a machine! 
The factory had ten dif- 
ferent units for the dif- 
ferent varieties of bis- 
cuits. The biscuits were 
baked in a huge ve 
The aroma that filled the 
whole place was so nice that 
our mouths started watering! 
We learnt how difficult it is 
to make the lovely biscuits 
and also to maintain the 
place clean and neat, It took 
nearly an hour to make a thousand 
biscuits and about forty five 
minutes to bake them in the 
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saurs was really scary. I began to 
cry mid-way through it and my 
aunt and mother had to console me. 
We were very excited when we 








saw the Kannada actor Ganesh. My 
ns and I ran up to him to 
his autograph, Unfortunately for 
me, the pen we had would not 
write! 1 felt really sad, but we 
managed to have a photo tak- 
en with the actor. 
- M.Kruthil 
Std.V1, 
St.Joseph’s High School, 
Belgaum 








EXPERIENCE 


MOCK 
ELECTIONS! 


One Saturday afternoon our 
Civics teacher conducted a mock 
lection. She had informed us 
about it a few days in advance. We 
had prepared the ballot papers, 
lion box, and other things. We 
secretly planned to cast some fake 
votes! The candidates we nomi- 
nated were our Maths sir, our Bi- 

ology sir, Geography sir and 

















Physics sir! Our Civies teacher 
was surprised to find ten fake 
votes! However, she took it in her 


stride and did not scold us, The 
ndidate was our Maths 
sir. (He had won not counting the 
fake votes!) We burst crackers 10 
celebrate his victory. It was real 
fun and we enjoyed the mock elec- 
tion very much and also understood 
how challenging it is to conduct 





winning 












tions in our country. 
- J.Vishnu, Std.X, 
Shiksha Kendra MHSS, Vellore 


DANCED AWAY! 


T participated in the dance pro- 
gramme for Flyerz Dance School 
last year in summer. It was held in 
the Russian Cultural Centre. We 
practiced our dance for two months 















during the holidays, 
before presenting it on 
stage, The Hindi film song ‘It's the 
time to disco” had been chosen for 
us to dance to. I wore a beautiful 
white frock and my mother’s pretty 
ear rings and necklace set. I also 
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used her lipstick and eyeliner. Our 
show started at seven pm and ten 
other children danced with me. All 
our parents clapped and cheered 
us. I really enjoyed taking part in 
this programme 
~ Khushi Suraj, Std.111, 
St.Michael’s Academy, Chennai 





‘SHOCKED’ SIGHT! 


Some weeks ago, we went 10 
get a pair of new spectacles for 





our father. He suggested that we 


KLEP too should have our eyes tested 


my brother and I. 1 was quite sue 
that | had no problem with my 
eyes and it would be my 
brother who would have to 
Wear specs. But it was not 
so! The doctor said that 1 
had very high short sight 
and asked me to see a 
specialist! 1 was quite 
shocked. After due 
checks and tests, 1 hav 
been given glasses. I weer 
them now. I wish I had lis- 
tened to my parents and 
teachers when they asked me 
not read lying down or in dirt 
light. | appeal to all Gokulary 
readers to adhere to correct reading 
practices. 





- Mira Shankar, 
‘Std.V, Indian School, 
Sohar, Muscat 


UE 


Ingredients : 

Two cups of pumpkin chopped 
into chunks (get an adult to do this 
for you) 

‘Two cups of apple juice, half a 
cup of pineapple juice (can be 
made at home or bought from a 
juice outlet) 

One teaspoon of honey (more if 
you are fond of sweet taste) 

A piece of cinnamon, a cube of 
fresh ginger, a piece of nutmeg — 
all ground 





Method : 
Juice the pumpkins in a mixie or 
juicer. 

Pour the pumpkin juice, 





pineapple juice and apple juice into 
a blender and blend thoroughly. 

Add honey (start with one spoon 
and add more if you find it is not 
sweet enough). 

Add the spices in right 
proportion. (This will require some 
trial and error) 

Chill the juice or serve with ice 
cubes. 

(A Hogwarts recipe! Sourced 
from internet) 


Note: Red pumpkins are used at 
Hogwarts. Indian , white pumpkins 
could also be tried. 

- J.Vishnu, Std.X, 
Shiksha Kendra MHSS, Vellore 




















Tove my daa 
He hates to see me mad 
I love my mom 
Her cooking tastes yum! 
I love my car 
It takes me near and far 
I love my toys 
They make me rejoice 
I love my school 
The 
I love my home 
And wherever I roam, 
(he I go back to it, 

My Fa mily My comfort ze! 

y) i —= y) - C.Kavya, Std. VIL, 
Jnanodaya School, Bengalooru 


hers are cool 


























While travelling by train Noting but rude words and brutal 
I could see the dark shadows gestures 
of the trees We pluck them out from the 
I could see the leaves crevices of our walls 
shaking violently Tolerance is what they have, 
I could hear the cries of anger like Gandhiji 
and sadness But we humans 


Forests, where the trees Do we ever think in the right way? 
held meetings - B.Shreevidhya, Std. VIII 
Where they sang their M.H. 
melodies sweet 
Where they danced happily, 
boughs flung out 
Were all destroyed. 


How can the trees find peace? 
We have taken everything 

from them 
We never repay them 
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Time is precious time is precious 
We never know how it passes 

We never know how we've used it 
Til it’ really end of day! 


Time is precious time is precious 
It does not wait for us. 

It goes on ticking, ticking, ticking 
We had better not miss the bus! 


Time is precious time is precious 
Ittruly is our friend 

Hf we know this, and we feel this, 
Our ways well ruly mend 


Before | was born, | had a fe 

I worried about the people here 

I told God | hated Earth 

And did not look forward to birth 


He laughed gently and said 

To protect me I'd have a mother 
To play | would hiave a brother 

To teach me right there'd be father 


Though I was pacified, 


Thad a doubt 
ir\ 
Gran 


Se ae == 


God asked me what it was about 
“Who would tell me a fine story? 
Was to God my anxious que! 


“Who will care and keep me warm 
When Dad's at work and 
so is mom? 


Time is precious time is precious 
Without it we cannot live 

It's value can't be measured really 
Our best we had better give. 


+ $.Sai Shekher, Std.1V, 
4.8.8. Public School, 


Whom will | look up to? 
When chided for the mischief 
Tam up to?" 


“Don't you worry! There will 
be a lady 
and love you ever ready 
ep thought I have made her 

She's none other than your 
grandmothy 

Hariharan, 
StdIX, Atomic Energy Central 
School No.1, Mumbai 








T” days later, morning 
dayned fine and clear ~ mak- 
ing Peppy feel more refteshed than 
she had felt in many days. She had 
left for school every morning her 
heart in her mouth, wondering if 
she would come home to find GV's 
mangled, and dead body, Had she 
known of her pet's nocturnal expe- 
ditions, she would have kept him 
under lock and key for good. As it 
was, she left that morning, secure 
in the knowledge that GV finally 
seemed to be learning the basics of 
safety, in company of Mee-u and 
Muddy. 

GV had managed to keep very 
quiet about his meeting with his 
arch-enemy — in fact, he still 
couldn't believe he had come away 
in one piece. The shock had left 
him shaken for a few hours, and 
he'd found it difficult to get back to 

















oe 


sleep, making Peppy worried. Even 
more difficult had been keeping his 
news from Mee-u and Muddy; they 
certainly would skin him alive if 
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they knew. 


And so, no one knew that he'd 


made plans to be in the Nag De- 
partment Store on the third main 


SERIAL STORY 

















road, that afternoon, 
in daylight was 





more difficult tha 





this by providing 
nd Muddy with two huge 
bowls of milk, and dashed away on 
his short legs to keep his rend 

vous. But first, he had to do some- 
thing else. Abruptly, he slipped into 
the swampy waters of the empty 














plot next door. 

Twenty minutes later he was out 
again, looking considerably mud- 
dy, but triumphant, carrying his 
prize in his mouth, He padded 
along the lanes, careful to keep in 
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the shadows, beside gate-posts and 
thus out of the scrutiny of humans 

Soon, he arrived at Nag’s De- 
partment Store. He slunk at the 
door, carefully sidling thro 
When no one was looki 












He stared edgeways at the irate 
shopkeeper, leapt gracefully onto a 
small shelf right of his sight 





dropped his burden and slunk out 
As he stood by the dustbin outside 
the shop, he espied the big brown 
dog and his cohorts. As the brown 
dog watched, GV swept off in a 


flash — to wait by the side of the 
tea-stall 
‘The morning was slow ~a typi- 





cal day in the rather sleepy road, 
People lounged about; four or 
five were at the tea-stall, A cor 
poration van trundled up slowly 
A policeman spoke desultorily 
into the phone. Two men jumped 
out of the van and looked around 
It was the kind of day when noth- 
ing ever happened. 

And then ~a scream! 

Nag Store’s fat shopkeeper, 
Nag, ran shrieking, out of the shop, 
at the top of his voice. “A snake! A 
cobra! Someone! Help!” 

The street seemed to galvanize 
into action, The men at the tea stall 
ran helter 











ter; the corpora 
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vvan’s occupants jumped three feet 
in the air ~ while the policeman 
at the shopkeeper, stupefied 
get the snake inside 
my shop!” shouted Nag, appealing 





“Someone 








to the whole street in general. 
ten feet long — it hissed at me — I 


‘Call the police!” shouted some- 
‘one. “Someone get sticks!” “Why 





n't you call the Blue Cross?” 
What about a snake-charmer?” 
People ran to and fro. Nag 





stood 











asa 





at a safe distance, still shouting, 
while the policeman dialed num- 
bers frantically. Suddenly the street 
was full of people ~ who all stood 
about twenty feet away from the 
shop entrance. No one would go 





*Why won't someone help?” 
screamed Nag, again. 

Months later, onlookers would 
describe the scene they just wit- 
nessed as nothing short of a mira- 
cle, As petrified watchers stared, a 
group of four dogs tore through the 
crowd, barking at the top of their 
voices. They were led by a large 
brown dog that raced straight 
through the people and into the 
darkened store. 

“Oh my god — what was that?” 
shouted someone. “The dogs! Get 
the dogs!” — someone else. “What 
about the snake? Can’t the corpora- 
tion men get the snake and the 
dogs?” But the corporation men 
seemed to be as nervous as every- 
one else. 

Within a minute, everyone 
could hear barks again. The dogs 
came tearing out — and this time, 
the brown dog had a large snake 
trapped within its teeth, 

Shrieks arose. “Look - the 
snake!” 

Before anyone could react, 
the brown dog dropped the 
writhing snake down into the 
street and stamped on it, In front 
of an astonished audience, it bit 
its neck, killing it swiftly. And 
then all the dogs sat back on 
their haunches, waiting, 

It took a few minutes before ev- 
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eryone recovered their senses. “Did 
you see that?” people murmured. 
“Those dogs actually killed the 
snake — as though they'd heard our 
call!” 

Excited murmurs tumed into 
full-blown exclamations. “So much 
for you corporation men and the 
police,” said Nag, to the sheepish 
policeman. “These dogs have done 
a much better job of protecting us,” 

“Actually, we 
round up the dogs, 
of the corporation men, “We 
had complaints that they were be- 
ing a menace to people.” 

“don’t know who complained, 
said someone “But you 
needn't round up now 











us. 


ne here to 
admitted one 









else. 
them 





they're proving to be a blessing. 

But you can't have half’ a doz- 
en street-dogs running amok!" pro- 
tested the policeman. 

No ~ I'm going to adopt this 
brown one,” said Nag. “He can 
ard my shop; I'll feed him. | owe 
him.” He patted the brown dog. 
‘One dog isn’t going to bankrupt 

















me.” 





Approving whispers rose aroun 
him. “Four or five dogs won't be a 
problem’~ as long as we all share 
the cost of feeding them,” supplied 
“We could get # 
to train them tc 
guard us. They'll tear any thieves 
to bits. 





someone else. 


proper trainer 








And suddenly, the atmosphere 
had changed. Instead of being 
chased and stoned, the dogs were 
heroes, basking in public approval. 
Everyone wanted to pat or chee 
them, Someone else threw the 
hapless snake into a dustbin, As 
people began to make excited 
plans to share dog-duty, GV 
slunk out from behind the tea- 
shop. He padded away a little 
distance, and then stared at the 
brown dog, through the crowd. 
The brown dog stared back stoni- 
ly 





And then he gave a slow wink 





One lazy afternoon, a month 
later, three plump cats  sunned 
themselves on the compound wall 

“[ still can’t believe you went 
straight to those dogs and actually 
talked them into helping humans,” 
marveled Mee-u. “Catching a rat- 
snake, smuggling it into the shop — 
you really have grown brave, 
haven't you?” 

“Rat-snakes are harmless. For 
the dogs, food was the biggest 
problem — and fear of being 
stoned,” said GV seriously, watch- 
ing a lady pour some milk into a 
large bow! at her front door. “Now 
they're happy — so they're not at- 
tacking anyone.” 

A large brown dog trotted up 
and lapped busily at the milk 
There were no sores on his body; 
he looked well-fed, and his eyes 
were clear. GV stretched himself. 

“So where are you going to- 
night, Big-Tooth?” he asked the 
dog. 

“The fifth main road. Nag was 
saying that he heard someone 
throwing stones on his home at 
night.” 

“Can I come with you?” 

Big-Tooth looked at him slyly. 
“You're just a little cat,” he barked, 
much to the amazement of Mee-u 
and Muddy. “What can you do?” 











In answer, GV leapt down 
gracefully and galloped down the 
street. Big-Tooth loped after him 
joyfully, and the two began a pro- 
tracted game of Hide-and-Seek. 

“Who'd have thought ...” mar- 
veled Muddy. “... that a cat would 
bell a dog?” 

‘D'you know what I think?” 

“What?” 

“I think GV is a Super-Cat.” 

For once, Muddy was in com- 
plete agreement. 


THE END. 
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Thave been reading Gokulam from Tam Aura Krishna from. 
the age of eight, 1 still feel excited Pondicherry. 1 love to read this 
to read it every month, I like the magazine, It is very interesting and 


editorial 
like to say 
chest of knowle 
back Harry Potter 
~ Anupya Choud 

Std.V, Evershine Nagar, 

Mumb: 





@ very much, 1 would informative. 1 want to thank the 


Gokulam is my treasure Gokulam team for giving us such a 





Please bring, 


















Gokulam is a marvellous magazine, 
yet 1am sad because the Harry Potter 











snippets have not returned Z 
bring Harry Potter back. Can I send AV 


reviews about books, movies, etc.” 
=Arun Ry Age 10, 
Poorna Learning Centre, lovely book, You know what, | love 
Bengalooru to do botany projects, 1 got lots of 
information about trees from Gokulam 





for my project 
~ Aura Krishina, Pondicherry 


Tove to read Gokulam, 1 tried out 
the home-made chocolate and biscuit 
luddoos and it really was tasty. Can 
you publish Pottering Around in every 
issue of Gokulam? 

= Navya 





(Nava Kesar, such a sweet letter 
is incomplete without details of your 
school, class and your address!) 


T always think of Gokulam as a 
dear friend, I teaches me all the good 














things in this world. Thank you dear 
friend, 

=D. M. Viswatha, Std.VII, 

Dindigul 


T started reading Gokulam at 
the age of five. It still remains my 
favourite. Can 1 send book reviews 
and stories without pictures? And can 
you suggest some more innovative 
pieces to be sent? 

= V.N. Pratap, Std. IV 

SBOA Matric Hr. See. School 

(Yes, Pratap, Arun and othe 

You may send book reviews and ple- 

tures... and discuss with your friends 
about innovative features. - Editor) 


Will you 
carly to 








readers. 


T am from Srilanka. 
please send Gokulam 
Srilanka? 





Vinotheeba Reginald, 
Grade 7, Good Shepherd Convent, 
Kotahena, 





lanka 





I was happy to see my contribution 
to View Point published in the 
November and December issues. 1 
thank Gokulam. I love your thought 





provoking articles and jokes. Please 
make Gokulam a fortnightly. 
+S, Suganthan, Std. IX, D.A.V. Bhel 


School, Ranipet ~ 6. 


In the December issue the story. 
*How Dare You Eat a Tiger!” was very 








I like 


funny “Ca(ugh)t in the City’ 

very much too, Very soon | am going 
to subscribe to Gokulam 

= Radhika Jayaraj, Std.VI 

Kola Perumal Chetty Vaishnay 

SSS. Chennai 





I am happy that some of my 
contributions to Gokulam get 
published and I am thrilled to receive 
the prize money, I regularly write 
short stories for a Kannada Magazine 
(Mangala). Can I send the translated 
version of the same story for 
publication in Gokulam? 

= Maanasa Natrajan, Std.V, 
Bengalooru: 

(Please try to write original English 
stories for Gokulam, Manasa.- Editor) 
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sitting inside a watch shop? 
Vinodh : A cashier? 
Bunty : No, watchman! Ha ha 
aha! 


~ Shyamala Pillai, 
Std, Vill, Welspun Vidya Mandir, 
Gandhigram, Gujarat 


i A 
Why do you think cave 


men drew pictures of rhinoceroses 
and hippopotamuses on the walls? 
Student : Because they could 
not spell their namest 
= V.Vaishali, Std.Vil, Seetha 
Kingston M.H.S.S, Chennai 












e 
- _ a 
Pramod : What did Suppandi 
do after taking a Xerox? 
‘Swapna : Can't guess. 
Pramod : He started comparing 
the copy with the original 
- K.Nehanandan, 
Std.1X, Doddaballapur 





Arun: 
| crying? 
| Girt : came here for my blood test 
and they took my blood. 
‘Arun : Oh, no.... | have come here 
for my eye test! 
-A.Aswin Vayiravan, 
___ Std. XI, TV.S.S.M.H.S.S, Madurai 


Little girl, why are you 


THEY MAKE NEWS" 





A Rahman has come a 
TN long way s 
childhood days when he played 
the keyboard for other music di 
look at his life story 


his 








INITIAL YEARS 
He was bon A. S. Dileep Ku- 
mar on January 6 1966 in what 
was then Madras. His father R. K. 
Shekhar was a music composer 
for Malayalam films. Shekhar 
died when Dileep was nine-years- 





old, leaving the family to live on 
monies they camed renting out 
musie equipment 

Rahman initially studied at 
PSBB School in Madras, the 
moved on to another school. He 
played the keyboard and arranged 
music for bands and for percus- 


1 2nPdi 


7% 


sionist friend Sivamani. Youn; 
Dileep knew how to play several 
music instruments and loved the 
synthesizer. When he was eleven- 
years-old, he joined music dir 
tor Haiyaraja’s troupe as a key- 
board player. He also played for 














SANDHYA SRIDHAR 


YREn Ly 


M. S. Viswanathan, accompanied 
Zakir Hussain and other mu 
dduated from the Trin- 
of Music in London in 
Western classical music 

Dileep became Rahman when 
he and his family converted to Su- 
fism in 1989. 









THE SPARK OF 
A 
CAREER 


Rahman began 


U 








to compose jingles for advertise- 
ments, background music for doc- 
umentaries and for television 
channels. He began his own re- 
cording studio in his home and 
called it the Panchathan Record 
Inn. That same year, director Mani 
Ratnam came to him to compose 
music for his film Roja, 
rest as they say, is histo 
‘man went on to win the Best Mu- 
sic Director Award at the National 
Film Awards, making history 
again as the first first-time com- 
poser to receive this award. He 
has won this award three times 
now. Roja was not just critically 
acclaimed ~ it went on to record 
good sales and there was no look- 
ing back for Rahman now. Bolly- 
wood, as the Hindi film industry 
is called, beckoned, and so did in- 





ternational theatre (Bombay 
Dreams) and films. He is now one 
of the world’s top selling artists 





FAME 


After Roja, Rahman was feted 
and acclaimed as the talented New 
Kid on the Block. Recognition in 
the form of awards followed, from 
his state, from various award bod 
ies and from international critics. 
On the 50* anniversary of Indepen- 
dence, he made an album - Vande 
Mataram. 

He recently became the first In- 
dian to win the coveted Golden 
Globe for his music in the film 
Slumdog Millionaire for the Best 
Original Score. And he has done 
India proud again by being nomi- 
nated for three award categories at 
the Oscars 2009 - the Best Origi- 



















T™ is a doubly happy smile on guitarist 
Prasanna’s face. An NRI settled in the 
US, Prasanna is the musician who scored 
the BGM for yet another Oscar nomination — 
“Smile Pinkie’. This short documentary 
directed by Megan Mylan, one of the most 
respected documentary film makers in the 
U.S., was shot in India and is about Indian 
children born with cleft palate and how 
happily they can be rehabilitated by effective 
surgery. In many parts of India, cleft palate 


4 


EX 
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nal Score and for two 
songs under the cate 
Best 
Songs. The three nomi: 


ory Onginal 


ations. are 
Slumdog Millionair 


again for 


THE FAMILY 
MAN 


Rahman is known 
deeply religious 


man, His wife Saira Ba 





and he have three ¢ 
Khatija, Rahima, and 
As we write this pi 
world anti 
of the 
Rahman is being cele! 








‘pal 


Oscar 


and written about, fo 








is superstitiously held as a sign 
of good luck! Smile Pinkie breaks 


this myth, 
Prasanna's happiness doubles 
because the Oscar nominee 


AR.Rahman is his good friend 
and the guitarist has worked for 
him in many successful films. 
Prasanna is a much sought after 
artiste in his profession and has 
performed  Camatic music 























not will 
continue to be the composer who 


Rahman 


statuette or 


made music successful for Indian 





ims. e 
concerts on the guitar while in 
India, "Now, how would that 


sound?" we may ask. "My one 
month old daughter loves it,” 
laughs a happy Prasanna 
“Music makes all children 
happy and they must learn some 
music, no matter what genre it 
might belong to," is Prasanna’s 
earnest message to Gokulam 
readers, 
-S.R 


(Turn this page over for a poster of 
Rahman and Prasanna) 
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‘One day when Effendi 


laaa5\\|p)| ies reached the market.. What ©) 


you say?. 


Hey! Half the 
fruits you sold me 
were rotten... 


























ifhe is a cheat, 
Why do you buy from him? 
Why can’t you go to another 







But there are no other 
fruit stalls here Effendi, 
didn’t you know? 













So, that fruit vendor is 
making money, cheating 
‘poor people! I'll teach 
him a lesson. 











fruits, hey? How 
much do the grapes 
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Suddenly... 






Hey!? To whom 
does he talk? Where is 
devil camel! 





You devil camel! 
You're eating up those, 
grapes!? 




















—~ 


Your invisible camel has 
eaten all my fruits. | want the 
compensation. 


Sorry! That's my 
camel. Itis a poor 












Twill give you 
‘whatever you It is eating my apples and 
oranges. | can see it... 
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You don't have| 
to do much... 
Just give me 

compensation 


That's all.. 
= 


Ten kilos of 

oranges... fifteen 

i. watermelons... 

and twenty kilos 
of dates; 


What shall | do? 
He happens to be a 
gluttonous, 











Why are you listing the \ ~ wnat Effendi Ok. ok. hundred 
fruits consumed? Tell me» soe is right! silver coins would 
how much | owe you, 


Be precise. 















This evil man is 
trying to cheat 
Effendi! 


Ho! That's too much... 
But, never mind, it was 
my fault after all. 






FE? Where 


is the camel? It's 
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Dog? But! 


Who is lying? 
don't see any Al it standing near 
dog. 


You are the liar! 
‘You imbecile! 


You're tying! 
the camel? That | | You cheat! 


brown dog there, 











7 Seal tm ready to give 
Sgonithave a dog: compensation for the fruits 

(at all. What he says is utter eaten by my camel. But did you | 

nonsense! hear what he said? Oh, wise 

re2iay men! Please mediate. “| 
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Ask him to show me 
the dog first. 








didn't ask him to show me 





Look at his mistrust! 






my camel, Did 1? 














You may give me the 
balance after taking your 
claim for the fruits, 








As the local people also insisted, 
the fruit trad 















All those who were 
bitten by the dog can 
claim compensation. 
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Hey! Fruit soller 

You better pay up to all those 

who queue up for compensa- 
Ha.. Ha..t 











JOIN THE DOTS 








he 
oe 
15¢@ e 
IV\ [VN 


very year 22" Mareh is cele- 

brated as World Water Day. 
We all know how important water 
is, in our day-to-day living. Here 
are some fantastic and amazing 
facts about water which, friends 1 
would like to share with you all. 











© Upto 70% of earth's surf 
surrounded by water. But un: 
fortunately out of it 97% of wa- 
ter is too salty for drinking or ir- 
rigation, 





© Out of the usable 3% water, 
more than 75% is frozen as ice 
caps and glaciers. So, only 
0. 
man consumption, which we 
from ground water aquifers, riv- 
ers, lakes and streams 








* Another interesti 





fact is | 
A requis TA ay Ny at) 


approximately four litres of 
water for drinking, However. 

to meet food needs, one requires 
2,000 to 5,000 litres of water! 





‘© An alarming fact is that, most 
diseases are caused by water con- 
tamination. Cholera, typhoid, 
diarrhoea are some waterbome 
diseases. Diseases like scabies, 
trachoma, 
lack of bathing water. 








etc., are caused by 





© Amazing steps are taken to treat 
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f water is available for hu- jf 























“@& 


| 


salt water so as to make it avail- 
able for drinking, Approxitrate- 
ly 11,000 desalination plants are 
installed in 120 countries, out 
of which 60% are in the Middle 
East 


To produce one pound of rota- 
toes, 3,750 litres of water is re- 
quired. One ton of the produce 
requires, 1,000 tons of water. 
Astonishing!! 

















water resources. 


© Last, but not the least, barely 
twenty years from now, more 
than half of the world’s popula 
tion will not have eno 











to meet, even its basic needs. 
So come, let us all join hands to 
use water economically 
“Every drop of water counts” 
(Source : Book of General Know!- 


edge Facts) 





* Agriculture is a major polluter of 


- M.G.Manjari, Std. 
Montfort Cente: y 
Matric School, Kanchipuram. 
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[T" six years old. We were 
ing to celebrate Christmas at 
school and everyone was expected 
to bring flowers for their teachers. | 
had forgotten all about it and had 
remembered just a day before the 
event. Well, when I told my mom 
that I needed a bunch of flowers 
the next day, she told me that she 
wasn't feeling very well and 
couldn't go out to buy them, She 
asked me to take whatever I liked 
from the garden and bring it to her, 
so as to make a bouquet with it 
Okay, let's face it. This definite- 
ly wasn’t the answer I had been ex- 
pecting, I thought that as soon as | 
told her about it, she would be on 
her toes, looking for the perfect 
bouquet at the florist’s and bring it 
home for me. 1 was really upset, 
but since she did look ill, I didn’t 
object or argue. I went out and i 
spected the garden, but was disap- 








pointed here again, All I could see 
were a few roses of the same col- 
our, (my mother’s pride), but to 
me, they were just a small bunch of 
useless flowers, I wanted to cry 
out loud. I had heard my friends 
discussing about the kind of flow- 
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ers they'd get, and trust me, what 
they spoke about was way beyond 
the common red roses of my gar- 
den, I took one, and wanted to 
crush it, but hurt my finger 01 
thom, 

I ran back into the house, cry- 
ing, I didn’t want my mother to see 
me that way, and so tiptoed upstairs 
to my bedroom. Wanting to divert 
my mind, | called my best friend, 
Sheena, However, she did not help 
matters, and asked me to come 
over to her place to see the beauti- 
ful bouquet she would take to 
school, Not wanting to hurt her, 
Lagreed. 

Once in her house, 1 
Went straight into my bud- 
dy’s room and gasped 
in wonder and envy 
at the look of my 























friend’s bouquet. As I had expect- 
ed, her flowers would make mine 
look like they had grown in a drain, 
I was still thinking about what 1 
was going to do, but when Sheena 
asked me what I would be wearing 
for the big event, I forgot all about 
it and began planning. We talked 
and talked for about an hour, decid- 
ing what to wear, and how I would 
bring my Barrie bear, and she, her 
Rosie bearess, (well, we weren't 
exactly the best when it came to 
‘grammar!), and so on and so forth 
But then my mother rang up, and 
told me to reach home before dark, 
and it was time 





As Sheena went inside to get 
her bicycle keys; I looked around 
the living room. I had never really 
appreciated how well decorated the 
room was, partly because I usually 
entered their house through the 
back door, and partly because the 
two of us had more important 
things to discuss than the interior 
decorations of the place. However 
I did notice today that the room 
was filled with beautiful flowers, 
either in vases, or in bouquets. 
Though they were made of synthet- 
ic material they seemed so natural; 
in short, they were awesome. As I 
was looking at them, a feeling 
arose inside me, something 1 had 
never felt. 

Thinking of it practically, 1 
needed the flowers more than their 
living room. And anyway, the place 
was so full of them that one 
wouldn't notice if'a few were miss- 
ing, I thought, tying to justify 
what I was going to do. And I can 
always gift some flowers to Sheena 
on her birthday, so what if it was 
eight months from now. So, I de- 
cided to take some of them before 
my friend came back. Honestly, 1 
didn’t realize that what I was doing 
was wrong. | guess I was too young 
for it, but somewhere in my mind, 
I realized that Sheena, wouldn’t ap- 
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prove of me touching her mom's 
beloved flowers. So, after taking 
my pick, I hid it in my bag and 
waited innocently for her to return. 

The two of us rode back home 
on our bicycles, I went inside, 
ing elated. After putting the flowers 
together, I felt that I had the best 
bouquet in the world. When my 
mom asked me about making one. 
I just told her she needn’t worry, it 
was all arranged. She gave me a 
curious look, and retired to her 
bedroom, glad that she wouldn't 
need to stay up any longer. I left 








brates his 7th birth- 
day on 05.03.2009. 
Wish you many more 
happy returns of the 
day. May God shower 
his blessings for all the 
years to come. 

~ Wishes from 
Amma, Baba, 
Mom and Dad 


4 
Se 


GOKULAM March 2009 


4 
i” 


A 





the flowers on the couch and went 
upstairs to dress up. Now that 
rything was perfect, I needed to 
look perfect too. Just as I had fin- 
ished, I heard the bell downstairs 
Since mother was resting, I had to 
open the door. It was Sheena’s 
mom who had come to meet ny 
mother and ask her how she was 
feeling. No sooner did I let her in, 
than to my shock, 





I noticed the 
flowers lying there, It didn’t tke 
Jong for Sheena’s mom to notice 
them too, and what happened aiter 
that can as well be imagined. 





Ranjith celebraces 
his 12th birthday on March 30th, 1 
wish him ahappy and prosperous 


®) birthday. 
— 


~ Best wishes from 
Mani (brother), 
Advaith and Aaradith 
(cousins), Mom, Dad, 





Wall, | wouldn't like to recall 
everything that occurred, but all 1 
can say is that I would never want 
to relive that moment again. My 
mother spanked me and told me to 
go and stay in my room. If this is 
bad, the worse was yet to come. 
What | dreaded the most was what 
my dad was going to do when he 
found out that his daughter had 
been stealing. Surprisingly, he 
didn't say anything; in fact, he 
didn’t even talk to me. This was 
not a good sign. I would have rath- 


B.vignesh tums 11 on 


26:03.2009. May God bless 

him with long life, excellent 

_ health and exemplary char- 
acter. 

- Parents 

S.Baskar 

and 

shithr: 





er had him scream at me than keep 
his silence. 1 was grounded for a 
fortnight. Forget the celebrations, 
and the clothes, I wasn't even al- 
Jowed to go to school, My mom 
soon forgave me, but my dad didn’t 
speak to me for a whole week. It 
was obvious that I had disappoint- 
ed him, and broken his trust in me. 
What was worse, even Sheena, my 
best friend didn’t utter a word, 1 
felt miserable. I had lost the trust 
of almost everyone | knew, my par- 
ents, my best friend, the whole 
household (well, except my maid, 
who still trusted me for not telling 
my mom that she had been *bor- 
rowing’ butter from our kitchen.), 
but otherwise, everyone. 


As time went by, things got 
back to normal. Dad started talk- 
ing to me again, and so did Shee- 
na. Everyone forgot about the mat- 
ter and even if someone remem- 
bered, it wasn't mentioned again 
in front of me. However, no matter 
how much time passes, I can never 
forget the day when I had tried to 
take someone else’s stuff without 
asking, for I had learnt my lesson, 
A lesson taught to me by a bou- 
quet of flowers. 

~A.S.Gomathi, Std.1X, 
Sacred Heart Convent School, 
Jamshedpur 
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@ G.Sree Vandana, 
Chennai. 


, the affected area turns white. 
on for le 





The 
T am 14 known. However it is considered 





‘oderma is not 



















years old, that 
Why do I get 
white patches 
on my face? 
It may be di 
to fungal infec © Bhabani Shankar 
tion. Or it could Mohanta, Bilaspur, 
be due to di Chattisgarh 
of Vita» fam II years old. I suffer from 
cracks on both heels of my feet. It 


Will Shampos 


need aed we 


etic factors, exposure to 
syphi- 
and leprosy could cause leuco- 
rma, 















ciency 


min E. I would adv 
to consult a dermatolo- 
gist (skin doctor), At 
times even worms in 
the stomach may be 
the reason for facial 
white patches: 

There is a disorder 
called leucoderma. 
causes patches of di 
uration on the skin. The 
pigment cells of a body 
are destroyed by the body 
itself, in a leucoderma 
patient. When this hap- 
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Tem 
"paderh see if 
has been @ year now and it 
is very painful. Please suggest a 
remedy. 





Cracked heels are a common 
foot problem. They are generally 
caused by dry skin. For most peo: 
ple this is a nuisance and a cosmet- 
ie problem. But when the cracks 
are deep, they are painful to stand 
on and the skin can bleed. In severe 
cases it can also become infected. 
Are you in the habit of walking 
barefoot outside your home? If so, 


avoid it. Always use proper foot- 





aA AA, 


DOCTOR KNOWS BEST _ 






Before 
your feet, for ten minutes, in warm 
water to which a little salt has been 
added. R 
will make the cracks disappear! 


ng. to bed, place 





scrubbing of heels 





Your doctor may prescribe you a 
suitable ointment. 


© Raveena Jay 





raman, 
Mumba 
My mother says that use of 
shampoo will cause the hair to 
turn white. Is this true? 
No shampoo will make your 





As told by Dr.N.A.JAYAVELAN 
to G.S.SUBRAMANIAN 
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However. inferior 
shampoos can dam 


Some shampoos 


hair white. 





ge your hart 
even the deemed 





superior ones, may cause alle 





reactions to the user, 





My suggestion is to use the 
ural shampoo’, i.e. Shikakai. It 1s 
better than most of the shampoos 
available in the market 





@ = Rohini, Chennai — 40. 
What is cloning? Please ex- 
plain the term, Why has it been 
‘made illegal 
In biology, cloning means cre- 
ating an organ or a whole animal 
which is genetically identical. This 
is made possible by transferring 
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a nucleus from a donor adult cell 
(This cell is called somatic cell) to 
which has no nucleus, 
s in 195: 





ane 


Though as early 


tadpole was cloned, the first mam- 





imal which was successfully cloned 
w as done 


However the ewe died in 





Dolly, an ewe. This w 
in 1996, 
2003. 





Researches for cloning of hu- 
m. 





n beings are also yoing on, 
thou 





they are in the initial stig- 
es. As cloning. is against nature (a 
man and a Woman are not needed 
for producing a child), this is op- 
posed in many countries, 

However, cloning may help in 
replacing certain del 








Inco lis= 


cased parts. For example if your 
healthy heart is cloned and pre- 
served, in future this may re- 
place your heart when the 
latter develops problems. @ 








Write the answers indicated by the 
clues in the boxes below. Now rearrange 
the 
zero-in on the fi 











answer. You have 
a clue to help you with this too! Have 
fun! 


1. The famous young lady of Indian tennis 




















aharlal Nehru’s daughter 
ljome) | Filinthe 
Yoman president of Israel form on the 


EX oO reverse of 


4. India’s first lady IPS officer this page and 


ome! send in your 


Fictias : entries to 
Wife of Nelson Mandela xian 
oO before 

6. Actor and Miss World from Mumbai 03.09 


ie ee ad 


Answer : Celebrated in the month of March 












































































































































Congratulations! Here are the | TTR RP TY 


winners of Zero-in-6 (January | 4 GA NO! s 
2009) and the solutions as well. | _ 7 
The results of Zero In - 7 wilt | ® 
be published in the April 2009 | g [x 
issue Kacier 
1, Mainak Chakraborty, Std.XI1, St. || J] U 

Pauls School, Rourkela 
2. D.Sandhya, Std.’ CSI Jessie 4. 


Moses Mat. Hr. See. School, 
Chennai 


3. Samuel George Varghese, Std.1V, 
Vidyalayam, CMC, Vellore 


ZERO-IN - 8 Entry Form 


Name : (Mr/M5) ........-.- 












































AJETSIATR 









































A.Bhatt, Std.1, SSB English 
igh School, Bengalooru 





5. R.Arun, St.V, Poorna Learning 
Centre, Bengalooru 











School 





“Residential Address : 





Pin... 











Signature : 





* Local address is a must for overseas entries. 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
© Strictly for school going children @ Five lucky winners will get a cash 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the all 
correct entries. @Entries with solved puzzle on the reverse accepted on this form 
only @No xerox copies 


Last Date : 25.3.2009 
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Most of you have been send- 
ing us jokes, facts and snippets 
gathered from the internet or G.K. 
books, Do show us how original 
you can be. Write your thoughts 
and ideas on various issues, Re- 
port funny happenings at school 
or home. Do make sure that 
you put down your name, 
age, class, school name 
and residential address 
individually on each and 
every contribution that 
you send to Gokulam. 

+ The best ones will be pub- 
lished and a participation certificate 
will be sent to the contributor. 

* Please preserve your par- 
ticipation certificates. In case you 
don't receive the certificates 
which are mailed to you by Goku- 
lam, keep a xerox copy of your 
contribution in your collection. 
The contributor who collects the 
most number of certificates in 
a year (July 2008 to June 2009) 
will win a prize. 


+ All competition entries should 
reach us before the last date men- 
tioned. 

+ Entries to Birthday Bash 
column should reach us along 
with the appropriate message and 
photographs two months before 
the birthday. 

+ Do be original in your contri- 
butions and creations. If you have 
based your writing on a source, be 
sure to acknowledge it and name 
it and. 

NEVER EVER COPY! 
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Name on 
Age: 11 
Address : No.A/A, 13, Prasanna» 
Apartments, Sivaram Nagar Main 





Road, Thiruvanaikovil, Trichy ~ 5 

Hobbies : Chatting in the net, 
Watching movies, going on picnics 
and tours, writing letters, 











Name: N.Naishnayi Prabhata 
Age : 13 

Address: 1-16-53/9, Sai Prashan- 
thi Nivas, Sai Nagar Colony, Ven= 
katapuram, — Alwal, 
Secunderabad - 500 
O15, 

‘Hobbies : Singing, 

listening to musie, 
collecting lowers, 


watching nature, 


Name + Kaling Tekseng 
Age: 15 
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Address : Sainik School Ira- 
phal, Pangi Road, BO, Box :21 
Manipur - 795 001 

Hobbies » Playing football, 
listening to music, swimming, 


shopping and reading, 


Name © K.Vaishnavi 
Ages M1 
Address. > 7-1-644/1, ES. 
Plot No.8, Sundar Nagar, 
Hyderabad - 500 038. 
Hobbies : Horse 





books, sing 
tening to the radio and collecting 
stamps 





Name : K.M.Saitakshmi 
Age: 13 
Acddress : Sai Grace, Chittattuka- 


ra PO., Thirussur, Kerala -680 511 

Hobbies Feeding 
solving crossword puzzles, reading, 
drawing, stamp collection 





animils, 





Name» Yoyam Bagang 





Age = 14 
Address: Clo The Prin 
V.K.V.Nivedita Vihar, 


East — Kameng, 
Pradesh - 790 103 


Sing 


Arunachal 


Hobbies 
reading novels. 





Name : Susmita Banra 














__PENPALS 


Name : M.Sathyaroopa 
Aj 12 

Std.VII, Kalaivani 
Kalvinilaiyam Matric, Scool, Thin- 
Gobi .K., Tamilnadu. 








Hobbies > Dancing, drawing, 
ies 13 watching wildlife movies, spend- 
Aildress : Fs-Kz Flat ing time with my friends 

Block - 1, Room-1A. 
Sec-lIl, Tube Baridih, £ Name : Vishal Mauuri 
Sehr en (ut me 
. 3 es Address » 4089, 1X A 
4 Wodeyar House, Sainik 
d~ School, Bijapur - 586 
102 
Hobbies + Playing 
Video. games, singing, 





Hobbies 
books, cycling, playing comp 
games, watching movies, nature 


Philately, reading 


watchin 





dancing, reading novels 
and surfing the net 








B.PSachidanand 
Age 14 

Address 
4044, IX B, 
Wodeyar 
House, Sainik 
School. Bijapur 

- 386 102 
Hobbies © Horse 
riding, swimming, playing hockey 
and football, reading novels and lis- 
tening to music. e 
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G, VWAYALAKSHM| 
Std. VI 
Evershine English Schoo 











MEGHA S. KUMAR, 
Sid. Vill, Bishop Cotton Girls Schoo! 
Bengalooru 


IRISWAUITERSAVIMAV uiscrool Hosur 
















ull of Eun! ..., 


\ 


~~ Son : Pappa, Joseph is always 


beating me in the class. Please 
complain to the police. 
Father Why don’t you 


complain to your class teacher? 





Son : But, Joseph is my class 
teacher! 

Son : Dad, please give a 
donation for our school swimming 
pool 


Father : OK, you can take a jug 
of water! 
. ~ A.Aswin Vayiravan, 


§ Std.IX, LVS.MIHSS., 


‘Madurai 








Father : If you pass the exam 
I will buy you a cycle 

Son : And if | fail...” 

her + 1 will gift you ten 





ns What! 
Father : Yes, so that you 


aan run a cycle shop. 








Std.VI, Mi 
Universit 





Father : Why did you 
put a spider in your sister's 


Son : Because I couldn't find 
a frog! 


Father : Why are you taking 

cle to bed? 
Son : Because | 

walk in my sleep. 

~ V.Vaishal, Std. VIL. 

etha Kingston HSS, 

Chennai 





don’t want to 








Si 








Ram ; My father is a uni- 
cellular organism. 
Shyam : What do you mean.,? 





ell 


Ram : He has only one 





A.Balakumar: 
ge 12, Jawahar Navodaya 
ya, Madanapalle 


ae 








aa 








__ VIEWPOINT | 





“hy 
you score more marks 
than your neighbour, | will buy 
you a gift - is this a healthy 
incentive?” This was the question 
asked in the month of January. Our 
readers have overwhelmed us 
with their answers. Here is a 
collection of well-expressed 
views: 





1 appreciate such 
offers of incentives because it 
encourages us to score more 
marks and when we get our gift, we 
feel enthused to do better in the 
exams to follow, Children love 
sift 
~.TSudarshan, Std.VI, Bhavan’s Sri 
Ramakrishna Vidyalaya, 
Secunderabad, Sriram Venugopal, 
Std. IX, Chinmaya Vidyalay. 
‘Trivandrum; Anusha Nai, Std.VIN, 
Lokhandwala Foundation School, 
Mumbai; B.Varshaa, Std.IX, 








St-John’s Senior Secondary School, 
Chennai; R.Rodrick Prashanth, Std.X, 
K.Y., Chennai 54; RShruthi Laxmi, 
‘Std.1X, Mahatma Montessori MHSS, 
Madurai; S.Lakshmi, Std.IX, 



























Ram, Std.IX, 
Prince MHSS, 





kripa School, 
Udupi 








Acctually this will help increase 
interest, competitiveness and rapport 
between neighbours, But make sure 
that the neighbour is a good student 
too! 





Varun, Std.1X, K.V., BEML 
Nagar, Kolar; S.Ramya, Std.V1, 
Vailankanni Raj.M.HS.S, Trichy; 











Lilabati Mohanta, Std.lX, St.Francis 
5.8. Bilaspur, Chattisgarh 


Nowadays children have too 
many distractions and such ineen= 
tives will help them to get back to 
their studies and score more 
upraja.G, SWIX, CEO, 

Madurai 








Last year, 1 was not able 10 get 
first rank; but this year my parents 
offered me a bicycle and 1 worked 
hard to get the rank and the incentive 

~K.VAjay Ram, Std.¥, Dilsuknagar 

Public School, Hyderabad 





Tr is no doubt « competitive 
world, but we must study to gain 
knowledge and not expect gifts or be 
tempted by other offers, Is it not the 
duty of every student to do his/her 
best? 

~ K.Kirtisagar Sharma, 
Std.VII, St,Vincent’s High Schoo}, 
Pune; M.Di 





Island Grounds, Chennai 


This kind of incentive offer will 
lead to psychological problems. We 
must compete with ourselves and not 
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anybody else. 





.Godha Reddy, Age 11 
Hyderabad; Aishwarya Mohan, Std.X1, 
Sri Vidya Mandir H.S.., Salem; 
R.Hari Harani, Std.1X, S.D.H.dain 
Vidyalaya, Madurai; K.Naren, Std.V 11, 
S.R.K.MALSS, Sak 

















This is dangerous because the 











child might overstretch himself ard 


get into health problems, He may ev: 
be tempted to cheat, It may also 
the child to become nervous and lose 
smatks, 








Ise 








M.K. Sahaya Michel Rosetia, 
Std.VIIL, Velammal M.H.SS., Chenn: 

K.H.Jagashree, Std.V1, Holy Angi 
ISC School, Trivandrum 





Ofer incentives in the right spirit, 


but don’t compare with another child. 
-Aafiya Thasneem, Std.V1 
CA.MALS.S, Erode; J.Sriram, Std.X, 
Mohammed Nizam 
ie School, 
Sumitra, Std.XI, KV, 
>), Ahmedabad; Hariths 


Pavithran, Std.1X, Bhaktavatsalam 
Vidhyastram Chenn: 


Sai Abhay 


School, Hyderabad: 
‘Std.VH, Kalaivani 
MHS, Thingalur 





This is not the best way to boost a 
child. He or she may study only for 
the sake of the gift and not to improve 
knowledge. The parents must rather 
help the child to score better marks, 
than compare him with another. 
Topping the class or bettering oneself 
is in itself a source of happiness and 
the gift is nothing when compared to 
this 





~ R.Aishwarya, Std.IX, Adarsh 





E Shanthi, Std.X1, Subbiah Vidyalay 
Girls HSS, Thoothukkudi; 
S.Venkatakannan, Std.Vi, The Hindu 
Senior Secondary School, Chennai; 








Atomic Energy Central School, Kaiga 
township; Benaka.G, Std.VI, 
Glowingstar Integrated School, Udupi 
‘Snusha.L.S., Jyothi Kendriya 
Vidyalaya, Bengalooru; Ammar Ali 
Kolkar, Std.VI, Touheed English 
Medium School, Gangolli, (Karnataka); 
‘S.Dharani, Std.Vi, Kamal Niketan 
Montessori School, Trichy; Pranav 
Siddharth, Std.VL, Sri Akilandeswari 
Vidyalaya, 




















‘chy 


‘Such offers may lead to jealousy 
and hatred among children who are 
otherwise good friends. It may cause 
inferiority complex and spoil their 
future. Moreover, the circumstances 
under which the children study and the 
standards of their schools may very 
100, 








- N.Akilandeswari, SWIX, Vyasa 
idyalaya Matriculation, Chennai; 
Jeeta Dash, Std. VIL, StXavier’s High 
‘School, Bhubaneshwar; Sneha, Std. 
VIII, Avila Convent M.HSS. 
Coimbatore;Neha Jha, Std.XI 
Ramadevi Women’s College, 
Bhubaneswar; Krishna Mehta, 
Alumedabad; B.Kingsley, Std.X, K.V., 
Hubli; Raga.G., Std.VI, Tejasvi 
Vidyaranya, Nacharam, (A.P.); 
‘C-Manjusha, Std.X, Air Force School, 
Pune; J.Priscilla Nishi, Std.V IL, 

.V.E. School, Vercaud 
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“T want a Patiala Churidar like 
my neighbour's” ~ ifa child can make 
such demands of his parents, why 
cean't the parents demand that their 
child betters the neighbours’ perfor- 
mance? 

-Yazhini Anbumani, Std 
Kalaimagal Kalvi Nilayam M.S,, Erode 











ich student has his own strength 
and should never be compared with 
another, Securing marks over a neigh- 
bour does not ensure a bright future 
)Srishnath, Std.X1, CEOA 
Madurai; Meera 

V.Pai, Std.IX, A.J.De, 
Almeida High School, 
Ponda, Goa 















I witt not appreciate 
such offers because each child has 
ability and under pressure he may get 
ahead of his neighbour by just one 
mark and win the prize but it may not 
bea sign of progress. If he gets ahead 
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QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 
“Should children be sent to summer camps during the holidays?” 
Send us your views by 25.03.2009. Each published entry will receive a prize of 
Rs. 25/-, Remember to include details of your age, class, school and residential address. 
Those of you who are non- residents of India should send us a local (Indian) address 
too, You can send entries by post or by e.mail (gokulam@kalkiweekly.com) 








of himself by 25 percent it would be 
great 

~ Barsha Naik, Std,VIHL, The 

Assembly of God Church School, 

Kolkata 


This kind of offer makes it seem 
as if the parents are jealous of their 
neighbours’ children and want their 
own children to always be first. I is 
not good. 

= Jani Jude, Std,V4, Jyoti Nilayam 
HSS, Trivandrum 


Does this offer mean that the 
parents are hungry for marks and the 
children are longing for gifts? The 
whole purpose of education is lost. 

~ Aswati Anil Warrier, 
First PUC, MES College, 





Bengalooru 

This kind of 
promise amounts to 
bribery, Itis wrong, 

= B.Sathya, San 

Jose, California; 
Namitha Nagaraju, Sed. 





VII, Sri Kaman’s Children’s Home, 
Bengalooru; Anirudh Rajaseshan, Std. 
X1, Indian High School, Dubai; 
S\S.Harish Kumar, Std,VIIL, Golden 
Gates MHS, Salem 








Messy’s Misaclventrurel 


Pictures : Dharma 
Story : P. Mukundan, Sid V, Sitadevi Garodia School, Chennai. 
Mossy didn't care. 








Mossy and Kito were good friends. 


Don't be afraid. 
No harm will befall me. 


Kito! Just you wait 
till. 
So, you can 
bash up an elephant eh? 
t's see you beat me up! 


Sadly mistaken and 
in trouble t 


uy sould 1? You are’ 
not my enemy nor 
Ha ha! can | eat you up. 
Why don’t you 
just say you're afraid 
of me. No need to 
beat about the 


x 
Co 
WW ei 
ie ~The lion swiped at Mossy. 
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Tell me, ; 
Tooking for?,, He then pointed at a spider's web, 


IG -= f 
(AP Nee 
BOPP The lion ponder At aa 
h ranlild awhile, Toll me soon... | must get 
| Aime back to Kito and tell him I've 
won, A 





can turn you Into 
‘an Invincible 





Is that so? Wi a { _Kito arrivedjust then. } 
No, honest! Here go 
I became strong OS; om 


that way. 


Wait Kito! 
Vl be back in a 
jiffy - and a thousand 
times stronger than 


Thank you Pa Ive 
learnt my lesson. 


To each his own 


strength. Remember 


this and you'll in 
RSS 


y| be vain. 











You need : 

‘Small wooden box (available at craft stores ~ 
it has a hinged lid with a small clasp to close 
tight.) 
Acrylic paint (or stain) and brush 
Tacky gh 

Assorted decorating supplies (stamps, 
plastic stickers, magazine pictures, photos, 
labels, etc) 

Non toxic acrylic seals 

Method = 

First apply a light coat of paint 
or coloured stain to the box. While 
it is drying, pick a theme for the 
decoration, such as, wild life, 
flowers or cars. You may choose the 


























theme depending on whom the box is going 
to be gifted to. If it is a friend who loves 
Nature, u could select flowers or trees. 






aint dries, glue on to the outer 
surface of the box, select pieces of decoration, 

carefully arranging them along the sides and 

top as a colourful collage, When finished, brush 

on a coat of the acrylic sealer to the whole thing, 

§ Now, you may fix a small plastic toy or a ping 
pong ball on the centre of the lid, for extra 

effect. 

This box is ideal for keeping your 
trinkets, ear rings ete. Older people can 
use it as a cash box or a box to hold 
change. 

~ K.Keerthana, Std.X, S.V.Union 
High School, Pune 


Glittering Gift Box 
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MAKE IT YOURSELF 








You need : 
Earthen lamps 7 > 
Paint (acrylic or oil) 
Sand paper 
Play dough 


Method : ¥ 
Flatten the play dough into a thick 
circle of five inch diametre. 
Now cut this further into thinner strips of 
3/4ths inch each 
Roll each strip as tightly as possible —> — 
without pressing it out of shape. You will 


have a tightly rolled flower-like model, 

Press gently at the bottom of this roll and = 
you will make a rose bud! Make several 

such roses 

Cut out leaf shapes from the rest of the ¥ 
strips of play dough, using a blunt 
knife, 

Smoothen the lamps with sand 
paper and paint them. After the 
paint dries, fix the roses and 
leaves along their edges, 

You will have a bunch of colourful 
and creative diyas to light up on festival 
days. 

Use your imagination to make other decors in the 
place of the rose buds and leaves. 

- Preethy.S, Std.VIIL, PS.B.B.SS.S, 
Chennai 
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Dear Grandma, 

I was asked to address the as- 
sembly at school. I learnt my topic 
well, But the moment I went on 
stage | forgot everything! 

-TSupraja, 
Secunderabad 

Dear Supraja, 

This problem is not peculiar 
fo you. It happens to many 
persons all over the world. 
Some students study well, but 
forget everything they read when 
they sit for exams. It is caused by 
tension and nervousness. You will 
have to build up self confidence 


Keep on telling yourself that you 
are okay and that there is nothing 10 
worry. Ask your parents and friends 
to be your audience and practise 
before them, Prayer and meditation 
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will also help. Very soon you vill 
overcome your stage fear. 
kk 

My friend claims that 
she is my best friend, 
but does not act ke 
one, She treats me as 
she treats everyone else. 
What is your advice? 
Please don’t publish my 
name and addres 














Dear Anon, 

The very fact that you do not 
want your name and address pub- 
lished, shows that you lack self- 
confidence. Why do you want to 


GRANDMAWORM 


be treated differently? In what way 
are you special? True friendship 
doesn't depend on the way you are 
treated. Itflourishes inspite of short 
comings on either side. Accept the 
assurance of true friendship from 
your best friend and reciprocate 





Dear Prabhu, 

What your parents say is abso- 
Iutely correct. Your body and mind 
would have rested during sleep 
and will be fresh as a flower in the 
morning. You will be able to 
absorb more and remember 
what you read better if you make 
it a practise to study early in the 
morning. Haven't you heard of the 
saying, “Early to bed and early t0 
rise is the best way to be healthy, 
happy and wise”! 










Both of you will value the friend- eke 
ship better with mutual trust and | made a New Year resolu- 
frank exchange of views. toa ie oor bed 






kek and score good 






I study upto 11.30 pm, 
But my parents say it is 





better to study ear 
ly in the monring. 

Is this true? 
- S.K. Prabhu, 
Mandapam 
Camp 
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You will have no regrets 
kak 


J am interested in trav- 
elling and so I went 
to become a sailor 
or pilot, My parents 

approve. What is your 

opinion? 
-RAkshaya, 
Port Blair 
Dear Akshaya, 
You should vot 
become a sailor 
or pilot just 


for the sake of 
‘marks. But I have this habit of post jraveiling. You must be really in- 


Poning things until the last minute. erested in the job that you under- 

Please help! 
- K.Akshatha, 
Mangalore 

Dear Akshatha, 

Your intentions are 
good. But you lack the 
determination to act upon 
your ideals. Think about the 
end result of your lazy at- 
titude. Postponement 


take. Being a pilot or sailor is no 










pleasure but it is temporary 
Work piles up and increases 
your anxiety. Tension builds 

up resulting in reduction of the 
power to understand and remem- 
ber. Naturally you will score poor 
‘marks, Set up a time table for study 
and leisure activity and stick to it 
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easy task, It is hard work and the 
responsibilities are great. If you 
are upto it, go ahead. But remem- 
ber, travelling is not restricted to 
these jobs. There are so many voca- 
tions with as many opportuni- 
ties to travel. Choosing the 
right career should be your 
primary objective, Travel- 
ling is secondary. If you are 
successful in life, you will earn 
enough to see the world on your 
own! 
kek 

ike to colour and draw. 

But when I draw, everyone 





What am I to do? 
~ Sivaramakrishnan, Mumbai 

Dear Siva, 

If you are really interested in 
drawing and colouring you will not 
worry about people teasing you. Ig- 
nore them and continue with your 
hobby. They will soon stop teasing 
you, Instead they will start admir- 
ing your determination. Soon it will 
turn into appreciation of your work 
Who knows, what you practise as a 
hobby today may become your full 
time occupation at a later date and 
bring you lanrels! So, don't give up! 
Good luck! 
ake 


All my friends think that | am 





good at studies but not capable of 
cracking jokes, How can I prove 
myself to them? 

- K.Varsha, Gurgaon 



















Dear Varsha, 

A good joke will elicit response in 
the form of hearty laughter and that 
is the proof you are looking for: To 
get this response, your joke should 
be (a) relevant to the subject of con- 


versation and (b) delivered with e 
thusiasm and a touch of drama, For 
heaven's sake don’ begin with the 
words, “listen to this joke” or some 
such introductory remark. Make it 
spontaneous, I'm sure you would 
have realised by now that cracking 





a joke is no easy joke! 
Love, 
Grandmaworm 
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he Grand Slam mat 
held every 





year. 


have 
hall-mark events 


become 
both for tennis players and 
Of the 
lian Open, US Open, French 
Open and Wimbledon) the 
first one to be held is the 
Australian Open. It has been 


fans, four (Austra 


in place from the year 1905, 
in the month of January. Ten 
nis lovers from all over the worl 
congregate each year, to watch 
matches, 

To win the 





Australian Open 
an honour to a player, Rai Emerso 





has won it six times and An 
Agassi has won it four times. 
Margaret Court 


has won the 





women’s title eleven times! 

This year, Rafael Nadal and 
Serena Williams have emerged 
champs in this tourament 


The 
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sh Nadal had to fight hard to 
beat Re 


tile over seven matches, 





er Federer in a five-hour 
Federer 
the veteren player from Switzerland 
put up a beautiful fight. Even 
Nadal’s greatest admirers could not 
2 a little 
lost! So 


test and so passionate was each 


help feel: when 





sorry 


Federer close was the 








Federer held the 
number one place in world tennis 
for over four years and lost it to 
Nadal just last year. 


player's gam 









With twenty Grand Sham tith 
to her credit from singles, doubl 





id mixed doubles matches, the 
American Serena Williams is the 
world’s 


player! 





number one woman tennis 
It was a cake-walk for her 
when pitted against the buddirg 


Diana Safina. 





India felt proud and somewhat 
relieved too when Mahesh Bi 
pathi and Sania Mirza won the 
mixed doubles title of this tourna- 
ment. Last year they got to the fi- 
nals, but lost! In the foot steps of 
Sania Mirza, sixteen year old Y: 
Pampri has won the Junior Austra- 
lian Open Championship in 
minute final match against her Ger- 














man counterpart. The Indians 
to win Junior Championships 
earlier were Ramanathan Krish- 
nan — 1954 Wimbledon, Ramesh 
Krishnan — 1979 Wimbled 
and French Open and L 
Paes ~ 1990 Wimbledon 
Open. 

This year, more than 60,000 


on 





inder 
and US 











tenni red on a 





lovers gatk 
given day to view the Australian 





Open Championship 
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tichudil 


Jillu can't take the These ‘ricks” 


rickshaw to school any more fare terribly overloaded’ 
No way! Fifteen kids squeezed 
into one rickety 


Let her walk to school. It will do Canina leave 
her good. I'll go with her to. Billu? Time 
ensure she reaches safely. 


for school, 
Your guide 
is all set to 


Boy! | did not bargain 
for this burden! And two 
whole kilometres to go! 
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